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WELCOME!
Greetings! My name is Ahmet, I am a physics PhD
student at UC Berkeley (proof of ID here), an online
tutor, and the founder of Online Tutoring Mastery.
In a time of financial struggle, I decided to give online
tutoring a try, and achieved great results.
Discovering that I can make significant money
whenever and wherever I want gave me a huge feeling of financial security and peace of
mind. I started Online Tutoring Mastery blog to help you achieve the same financial security
and peace of mind as well.
In this PDF, you’ll find the 3 best resources I’ve created on online tutoring. Those are the
resources I wish I had when I started. They will greatly accelerate your progress as an online
tutor, and hopefully you will be able to achieve your goals much quicker.
You will learn everything I know, without making the mistakes I made along the way. How
cool is that!
For more great content on online tutoring, please visit www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com , and
don’t hesitate to reach out! Thanks!

When done properly, online tutoring is
at least as efficient and lucrative as in-person tutoring
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PART 0: SUMMARY OF THE BEST RESOURCES
Resource 1: “Become an Online Tutor: the Ultimate Guide”

This 4000+ word guide is going to help you learn all the fundamentals regarding to
becoming an online tutor. Know-how, hardware, software, marketing, all included! A great first
resource to jumpstart your online tutoring.

Resource 2: “Online Tutoring Jobs: the Ultimate Guide”

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com

6
Needless to say, there is more to online tutoring than the fundamentals. Even though
you master all the logistics, if you don’t know how to find students or tutoring jobs, you won’t
be able to monetize your online tutoring.
Therefore, to learn way more about various online tutoring job opportunities, like
independent tutoring, Wyzant, Chegg, Varsity Tutors etc., we’ve created this 5000+ word
guide!

Resource 3: “Become an Online Tutor” Udemy Course!

This is the best ever content we’ve created, and it is the best and most comprehensive
resource on online tutoring out there. With more than 3000 students enrolled, stellar ratings
and reviews, this online course is helping numerous people achieve their dreams!
Along with the video content, it comes with my personal support, audio versions,
access to private Facebook Group, 100+ downloadable pieces of content, PDF slides, and
many more!
If you’d like to visit the course, please use the link below:

Visit Our Udemy Course
In the first 4 minutes of the course promo video, I tell my personal story of how online
tutoring has changed my life. If you’re interested in listening to my story, I recommend
watching the first 4 minutes of course promo video which can be found by clicking the button
above.

PART 1: BECOME AN ONLINE TUTOR: THE ULTIMATE GUIDE
www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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You have every right to wonder how to become an online tutor, because the online
tutoring industry is booming. According to the Technavio’s online tutoring market research
report, the industry is expected to grow 15% each year (And this prediction was made before
the pandemic lockdowns). Recent lockdowns introduced the option of online tutoring to
numerous new students, parents, and teachers.
In addition, the continuous development of new technologies allowed online tutors to
provide an experience that is similar to, or in some cases even better than in-person tutoring.
Both tutors and students started preferring online tutoring to in-person. Therefore there is no
doubt that industry is going to keep booming. As a result, the question of “How to become an
online tutor” is more important today than ever.
In this comprehensive article (written by an experienced online tutor) we will cover
every aspect of becoming an online tutor, and provide all the practical knowledge you will
need to start tutoring online. As a result, it will be a bit of a long read. You may prefer reading
the whole guide, or you can use the table of contents to skip to the part you are interested in.
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1. Advantages of Becoming An Online Tutor: A Summary

Almost every article on the internet which claims to explain how to become an online
tutor, should instead be titled “Why become an online tutor”. They explain the advantages of
tutoring online in detail, but suddenly the article ends and we find ourselves thinking “Ok I
agree that online tutoring is amazing, but what I need to do next to become one!”. We will put
an end to this frustration and provide tons of practical information in detail soon, but let’s talk
about the advantages shortly before we start the hands-on part.

1.1. Flexible Schedule and Location
All you need is a decent internet connection and you can practice online tutoring
anywhere, anytime you want! You can travel to the other side of the ocean, but as long as you
bring your computer with you, no one will notice. Also, you set your own hours, which gives
you an enormous planning power and makes maintaining the work-life balance much easier.

1.2. Become Your Own Boss
I realized how amazing this is, only after I started tutoring online. In a typical
workplace, there are people who supervise us. When we make a mistake and things go
wrong, it usually gives rise to stressful conversations. Many mistakes are irreversible. If you
are an engineer and make a design mistake, it may have catastrophic consequences and you
www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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may lose your job.
Online tutoring has a much lower risk level! First, you are an expert on what you are
teaching, so things rarely go wrong. But even if they go wrong, you always have the option to
refund that specific session, and maybe stop working with that specific student, which solves
the issue indefinitely. An engineer, or a surgeon, does not have the option to say “Let me
refund you the last hour of my salary, and we can forget about this issue”, but an online tutor
can do this. And believe me, the peace of mind that comes along with this is a huge blessing.

1.3. Make As Much Per Hour As in In-Person Tutoring
This may come as a surprise, because people typically are willing to pay more for inperson tutors. If people are paying more for in-person, how come you charge the same hourly
rate when tutoring online? The answer is: Your audience is your local people if you are a
traditional tutor. Your audience becomes the whole world when you become an online tutor.
If you were providing your online services only to your local neighbors, that’s correct, you
would most likely have to charge less for online tutoring. However, that is not the case. Online
tutoring means that any person on the planet who has access to the internet is a possible
student of yours. Many of them are going to be willing to pay more for your services
compared to your local neighbors. For example, I am based in California but some of my
highest-paying students were based in Florida. Every online tutor you meet is going to have a
similar example.
(Our 5 reasons why tutoring online is great article provides even more reasons to feel
grateful for online tutoring!)

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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2. Big Picture: How Does Online Tutoring Work

Before diving into practical details, let’s understand how online tutoring works by having a
bird’s-eye view. Details are going to depend on what particular subject is being taught, but
online tutoring for most tutors works as follows:
•

The tutor has a computer, a piece of hardware helping with digital handwriting (mostly
a graphics/drawing tablet) and a headset with a microphone.

•

Student does not need anything other than a computer or a tablet. It is a plus if student
has a handwriting device as well, but not obligatory.

•

Tutor and student connect with a video-chat software. Software allows screen-sharing.
Tutor shares her screen with the student and uses her favorite note-taking software as
a board to teach the student. Student watches as the tutor writes and instructs. When
needed, student is encouraged to collaborate on a real-time shared online whiteboard.

There are valuable details that add to the quality of your online tutoring sessions, like
creating publication-quality PDF end of session notes. We are going to mention those little but
important details as we continue, but the big picture is pretty much as we have described
above.

3. Obvious Prerequisite: Be Good at Teaching
Needless to say, for this whole plan to work, the number one requirement is we should
be good at teaching at least one subject. Online tutoring is not going to work if we cannot
www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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effectively tutor in-person. Now, this sounds obvious, so why we are dedicating a section to
this observation?
Unfortunately, many resources on the web talk of online tutoring as if it is a get-richquick scheme that can be done by anyone. “Ways to make money from home: You can
become an online tutor!”. We wanted to emphasize that it is not that simple. Not everyone can
become a successful online tutor. In addition, money you can make on online tutoring is
directly proportional to the time you invest. Therefore even though it has a very high earning
potential, online tutoring is not a get-rich-quick scheme, online tutors make money with hard
work and dedication.
Even if you study and apply all the great online tutoring tips we share in Online
Tutoring Mastery, your students are going to be willing to pay you happily only if they think
you are a good teacher. Therefore what we share is not a recipe for success for all, it is a
recipe for people who are good at teaching. If you are one of them, this article is your
introduction to a new profession! Welcome to the club!

4. Hardware For Online Tutoring
To tutor online, we need some extra hardware in addition to the obvious requirements
of a computer and internet connection. It is technically possible to tutor online with a smart
tablet like an iPad, however, tutoring requires more than being able to start a video chat and
overall, online tutoring using computers is much more effective compared to smart tablets (for
sharing documents, switching between different software, etc).
Here in Online Tutoring Mastery, we want you to become one of the best online tutors,
therefore we are going to recommend the method we ourselves are using: Using a computer
combined with required extra hardware.
Therefore, the first requirements are:
•

A decent computer. Does not have to be high-end.

•

A decent internet connection. Download and upload speeds higher than 10 Mbps are
recommended, but slower speeds will also work. Expect connection problems below 1
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Mbps. If your data is limited, roughly you are going to need 0.5 to 1 GB data to do a
one-hour high-quality video session (Sources for Zoom and Skype).
And we will also need hardware to be able to use our handwriting on our computers.

4.1. Graphics and Drawing Tablets for Online Tutoring
Graphics tablets are the devices that help you write on digital notebooks with your
hand, as if you are writing on an actual notebook with a pencil. As you probably already know,
it is very hard to handwrite using a mouse or a touchpad. For this reason, graphic tablets
have electronic pens we can use just like actual pens, to handwrite comfortably while tutoring
online.
There are two types of graphics tablets, ones with screen, and ones without screen.
Both types come in small and large sizes. Larger sizes allow more precise handwriting, but
are more expensive.

4.1.1. Graphics Tablets Without Screen

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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These tablets typically have a black surface. You move the pen on this black surface
and your cursor on the computer screen moves accordingly. When you touch on the black
surface with your electronic pen, computer interprets this as a click. Therefore these graphic
tablets are similar to using pen-shaped mice.
We are used to writing by looking at the place we are writing. However, graphic tablets
without screens require you to write on the tablet while looking at the screen, therefore require
extra hand-eye coordination. They take a bit of time to get used to, but once familiar, many
online tutors use them with success.
One popular choice among tutors is Wacom Intuos, which sells around 70 USD on Amazon.

4.1.2. Graphics Tablets With Screen

These graphics tablets work according to the same principle, when you click on the
surface with the pen, computer interprets it as a click. Their difference is, they mirror your
computer screen on their own screen. Therefore, different than tablets without screen, this
time you are looking at the surface you are writing at.
These graphics tablets require almost no practice, and they do not require more handeye coordination than writing on an A4 paper. All else equal, almost everyone prefers a tablet
with screen to a one without screen. However, graphics tablets with screen are typically more
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expensive.
A large-screen (15.6 inch) Gaomon graphics tablet is selling for around 290 USD on
Amazon.

4.1.3. Which One You Should Buy?
This question does not have a universal answer and ideal beginning graphics tablet
changes from person to person. Question pretty much reduces to “is it worth paying the extra
to get a tablet with screen?”
Since we are not graphic designers, and our intention is to use tablets for handwriting
only, typically the cheapest options in each class work well as long as they are durable. We
do not need any fancy functionality. Therefore we can think of a tablet without screen as 50
USD, and a tablet with (a large) screen as 300 USD. To pick which one is ideal for you, you
can ask these questions:
•

How affordable the 250USD difference for you? Depending on how much you make or
where you live, if a difference of 250 USD is not affordable, you can prefer putting in
the effort to get used to the tablet without screen, rather than paying 250 USD
difference.

•

How serious are you taking online tutoring? If you are determined to do long hours of
online tutoring, then it may make more sense to invest the extra 250 USD. If you are
just testing the waters, you can take less risk by going for the cheaper option.

•

Are you going to be using the graphics tablet for another reason? For instance, if you
are a classroom teacher, you can also use your graphics tablet to create notes/videos
for your students. Even if you stop doing online tutoring, your graphics tablet would still
be useful. This could justify paying the extra to get a tablet with screen.

Your answers to these questions are going to help you decide which is the best first-tablet for
you.

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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4.2. Headset And Microphone For Online Tutoring

You are going to need a headset with a microphone. Earphones would work as well,
but typically their microphone performance is worse compared to headsets, and sound quality
is an important factor in online tutoring thus we recommend getting a headset with
microphone.
You can search for headsets on your favorite online shopping website and decide on
one based on the ratings and reviews. You can search for gaming headsets, since the criteria
for a good gaming headset and a good online tutoring headset are almost identical (Should
be comfortable when worn long time, good sound quality, good microphone quality). Author of
this post had done all his tutoring with this 30 USD headset (The one seen in the image
above). When we do our due diligence, cheap headsets work perfectly as well.
After you start tutoring and earning from your new profession, you may decide to
upgrade to a better headset. If you decide to do so, we would recommend prioritizing the
microphone quality, since it affects how your student hears you and is much more important
than how you look in an online tutoring session. This video on Youtube compares the
microphones of various gaming headsets. Logitech G Pro (Around 100 USD) and Sennheiser
GSP 300 (Around 70 USD) sound better than other models, so you can consider them
depending on your budget.
There are tutors who use standalone microphones as well, but their use is a bit more
involved and in general they are pricier, thus we recommend a headset with a microphone to
www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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start with. In time, you can upgrade to a standalone microphone if you want of course.

4.3. (Optional) Webcam for Online Tutoring

In most online tutoring sessions, unless what you teach has to be shown to camera
(like yoga etc), your student is going to be watching your screen and not your webcam.
Therefore how you look on webcam is not that important. We can easily conclude that the
best budget webcam for tutoring is what you already have.
Seeing each other with the student at the beginning and the end of every session helps
build a personal connection, however, this pretty much is the only use case for webcams for
most tutors. Many online tutors teach without even turning on their webcam, and only by
sharing their voice.
Still, if you would like to get a good webcam that is going to provide a HD video at a
high frame rate, a very popular webcam model is Logitech C920 that sells for around 70 USD.
Since this webcam is widely popular, there is a lot of documentation and video tutorials about
using it, therefore it is easy to learn how to use your webcam effectively by surveying the
internet.

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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5. Software For Online Tutoring
Now that we have discussed what hardware we need for online tutoring, we can
discuss the software. For any software we discuss, there are going to be (possibly better)
paid versions and subscriptions, but we are going to stick to free software throughout this
article.

5.1. Video-chat Software for Online Tutoring

We obviously need a program to connect with our student via a video-chat, this is how
online tutoring is done. Some online tutoring marketplaces provide their own video-chat
services, so you may not need an external program. But if you don’t have access to such
tutoring marketplace video-chat solutions, you can still use various (and probably better)
programs.
Skype and Hangouts are popular video chat solutions that allow you to share your
screen with the student. Therefore they can be used for online tutoring. Typically, you connect
with the student, share your screen, and start writing on your digital notebook to teach.
Zoom is a solution designed specifically for online education, therefore it has extra
features. For example, your students can annotate on the shared screen, which allows you to
collaborate with the student (ask her to pick an option, or solve a problem) on the shared
screen. It has this and various other advantages compared to Skype and Hangouts for
teaching, however, it is possible to tutor online using any one of these software.

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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5.2. Software to Use as Your Online Tutoring Notebook

You have your graphics tablet, you connected with your student through video-chat,
and now you need a medium (a notebook) to write your notes on. A popular choice
is Microsoft OneNote (can be seen in the image). It provides good-looking notes with the
ability to add as many pages to a notebook as you want. Also, you can share the notebook
with your student so that she can have access to the notes whenever she wants.
OneNote has plenty of advanced features that are beyond the scope of this article, and
it is the choice of many online tutors. You can definitely give it a try as your online tutoring
notebook.

5.3. Shared Whiteboards for Online Tutoring
Shared whiteboards are the solutions that provide boards on which both you and the
student can write simultaneously, and changes made by all the participants (even if more
than two) are reflected to everyone watching the board. Thus it literally is like sharing the
same board, but online.

www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com

19
It is possible to share Microsoft OneNote notebooks and they also serve as shared
whiteboards, therefore you can use Microsoft OneNote for this purpose as well. Some
alternatives are Ziteboard and AwwApp. If you are interested, you can read our article about
which free shared whiteboard is the best option.

5.4. (Optional) Software for Screen Recording

Even though it is not a must in online tutoring, many online tutors want to be able to
record their screens, so that they can create video content like problem solutions. For this
purpose there are various paid options like Camtasia Studio. However, interestingly enough,
the best screen recording software in our opinion is the free one: OBS (Open Broadcaster
Software).
This program is mostly used by game streamers but works for any kind of screen
recording. Since it is widely used, tutorials about how to use OBS for screen recording are
available on both Google and Youtube. To prevent our already long article from getting longer
we will not describe the details here, but feel free to Google “screen recording with OBS” to
learn about this amazing free software.

6. Marketing Your Online Tutoring
So far we have covered how to become an online tutor. Even if you manage to become
a great online tutor, marketing your tutoring business and helping students find you is a
challenge on its own. This is the case in every industry, unfortunately doing your job great
does not automatically let people know about you. Marketing requires a different set of skills
www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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and focus.
After we had written this article, we have written another very detailed one about online
tutoring jobs. You can read it by clicking here. Still, this section is going to serve as a bigpicture summary of what can be done. The two main paths you can take are utilizing an
online tutoring marketplace or marketing your business independently.

6.1. Marketing on Online Tutoring Marketplaces

Online tutoring marketplaces are the websites you register as a tutor. Students find
you either by applying to your profile directly, or you find the students by applying their “job
postings” in which they describe their tutoring needs. In short, online tutoring marketplace
introduces you and the students to each other, and when you do a session together they also
make money (in the form of a commission).
In time, as you do more and more sessions, you accumulate ratings and reviews which
encourage even more students to book sessions with you.
Two popular examples are Wyzant (Wyzant is US only) and Chegg. On Wyzant you
set your hourly rate but Wyzant takes 25% of your tutoring earnings. And Chegg pays tutors a
flat 20 USD/hr. Thus online tutoring marketplaces are pricy, you either lose a big percentage
to commissions or are not able to set your own rate.
Still, if you build a good reputation on a website like Chegg or Wyzant, you will have a
continuous stream of new students. This is the path some tutors take, they become a
www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com
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“master” in one online marketplace, they are OK with paying the commission, and they build a
reputation in that marketplace. That way they are able to find numerous students without
spending further effort on marketing their business.

6.2. Marketing Your Business Independently
Compared to the first path, this is more like a “higher effort higher return” path. Obviously, if
you find your students yourself, you don’t pay anyone commission. However, finding students
without utilizing online marketplaces is a challenge.
Some popular methods used by independent tutors to market their businesses are:
•

Creating a website: There they announce their tutoring services. Some also write blog
posts relevant to their teaching, hoping that they will attract Google’s attention and
Google is going to send students to the website through search results.

•

Facebook pages: Tutors create Facebook pages to promote their tutoring business

•

Posting websites: Tutors utilize websites in which they can post their services, like
Craigslist, NextDoor, Thumbtack.

•

Posting flyers in the neighborhood: Yes online tutors do this too, because they can
meet with the student in-person for the first time and then suggest doing online
sessions afterwards.

•

Word of Mouth: Tutors ask happy students for referrals.

6.3. A Combination of Both
The two marketing strategies explained are not mutually exclusive, an online tutor can
attempt at both simultaneously as well. For example, you can join an online tutoring
marketplace, start building reputation there, while also working on your self-marketing
independently. Then, when you find students yourself outside the online marketing place, you
can refer to your ratings and reviews on the marketplace website to show that you are a
successful tutor. You can use your reputation in the online tutoring marketplace to impress
students you have found independently as well.
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7. Get Connected: Online Tutor Communities

Not surprisingly, online tutors are good at using the internet, and there are great online tutor
communities you can join. You are already browsing Online Tutoring Mastery, so we definitely
recommend joining our Facebook Group too!
You can find alternative groups you can join by utilizing Facebook search as well.

8. Conclusion: Time to Become an Online Tutor

In this article we have covered the advantages of becoming an online tutor and
practical aspects like required hardware and software. We also discussed marketing
strategies, even though we had to keep the marketing part short since it is a topic on its own
(It will be covered in more detail in future articles).
We hope that this article provides a good understanding of what needs to be done to
start tutoring online. If you have questions or comments, please feel free to reach out!
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PART 2: ONLINE TUTORING JOBS: THE ULTIMATE GUIDE

In a previous post we have discussed how you can become an online tutor (a topnotch one). In this follow-up guide we are going to learn everything we should know about
online tutoring jobs, and how to find them through online tutoring marketplaces or
independent self-marketing.
Our guide does not assume that you are US-based. We will let you know immediately if
an opportunity is open to US residents only, and we will comment on which options we think
are “special deals” for non-US based people.
Our guides are detailed because we want to provide you the best content and cover
everything you may need. This website is about learning a new profession and becoming
great at it, which cannot be done in short articles. As a result, guides like this one end up
being long-reads. If you don’t have time to read through the whole guide, the table of contents
is your friend. Feel free to use it to jump to the sections you are interested in.

1. Finding Online Tutoring Jobs: Introduction
Let’s assume we got motivated after reading 5 reasons why tutoring online is great,
have done everything recommended in our becoming an online tutor guide, and are ready to
start online tutoring. And let’s assume you are an amazing teacher as well, who students
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would enjoy working with. Still, unfortunately, these are not known by anyone except you in
the beginning. The only way to get students and actually start tutoring is to get the word out
about your new profession, which is a completely different challenge.
This is the reason why many companies have dedicated marketing departments: The
fact that you provide top-quality service does not mean that people will know about you, and
will work with you. Since you are on your own as an online tutor, you need to handle both
aspects: Providing top-quality tutoring sessions and marketing your services. This article
focuses on the latter.
There are two main paths you can take to find students. The first one is utilizing the
online tutoring marketplaces, and the second one is doing your own marketing independently.

1.1. Marketplaces to Find Online Tutoring Jobs:

There are online tutoring marketplaces that serve as intermediaries between students
and tutors. Typically, you register as a tutor, the website allows you to meet with students
(you apply to their postings or they apply directly to you), and marketplaces get a cut from
your income.
Their biggest advantage is, as you build good ratings and reputation over time, you
don’t have any difficulty finding new students. It is possible to become a high-earning online
tutor only by focusing on one marketplace, without doing any extra marketing. Also, if you
don’t have stellar credentials (for example, if you are a college sophomore without any
teaching certificates) students still are going to choose you because of your ratings and
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reputation.
Some disadvantages are: Online tutoring marketplaces either charge a high
commission or pay you a flat-rate.

1.2. Finding Online Tutoring Jobs Through Self-Marketing

If you don’t want to pay high commissions or having to work for a flat-rate, an
alternative path is, you can try marketing your own services. This way, when you find
students, no one is going to ask for a commission, and you are going to be able to charge as
much as you want.
Marketing your own services can be done in numerous different ways, but some most
popular options used by almost every independent online tutor are:
•

Creating a website

•

Creating a Facebook page

•

Posting to advertisement websites (like Craigslist, Nextdoor, Thumbtack)

•

Asking for referrals (word of mouth)

•

Trying to reach out to your local community (Posting flyers, attending local events

Some advantages of this path are, as mentioned, no one takes a cut from your earnings
and you set your own hourly rate.
Some disadvantages are: Since you are going to be competing with well-established
online tutoring marketplaces in search results, it is challenging to find students through search
engines like Google. You don’t have access to the large student databases in online tutoring
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marketplaces too.
I would say due to the aforementioned disadvantages, it is harder to find your first student
in the latter independent path compared to the former online tutoring marketplace path.
However, once you set up your operations and managed to build a good reputation, earning
potential for the latter is typically much better. I think it would be fair to call this second path
the “higher effort higher possible return” path. In this path your credentials and marketing
skills matter more.

1.3. Following Both Paths Simultaneously
Even though most tutors follow only one of the paths described, they are not mutually
exclusive. You can register to an online tutoring marketplace, build reputation there, but can
also have a website of your own and market independently.
You can use them to supplement each other. For example, you can mention your
stellar reputation on the online tutoring marketplace on your own website, to attract more
students.
However, to succeed in either one of these paths requires dedication and hard work,
therefore trying to follow both simultaneously is going to require more effort. Again, a “higher
effort higher possible return” situation.

1.4. A Note for Online ESL Teachers – Tutors
Feel free to skip this section if you are not an English as a Second Language (ESL)
tutor.
This website focuses on online tutoring in general, which covers pretty much every
topic, ranging from history to math. Online tutoring marketplaces we mention in this post are
the ones that allow you to tutor a wide range of topics, including ESL.
However, if you are interested in ESL tutoring, there are numerous websites dedicated
only to teaching ESL that we do not mention in this post. We do not go into details about ESL
teaching platforms because we don’t have experience in them. If you are interested in
learning about online ESL teaching websites, you can refer to the table here: ESL teaching
websites table part 1, part 2, part 3, part 4, part 5
The table is made by International TEFL Academy, all credit goes to them.
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2. Marketplaces to Find Online Tutoring Jobs
2.1. How Did We Pick the Online Tutoring Marketplaces to Evaluate?
There are many of them. but we are going to evaluate 4 of the most prominent ones in
detail. We hope that this is going to be enough because if you are a good online tutor, you
almost definitely are going to succeed in one of these four.
How we determined the list to evaluate:
•

We picked the biggest and most well-established companies. Companies in this post
have thousands of tutors, and dozens of reviews on sites like Indeed and Glassdoor.
The reason is, we want to be sure that the company won’t disappear in the next few
years. It would be very unfortunate if you build all those ratings and reputation, but your
hard-earned reputation goes to waste because the website shuts down.

Our list is in alphabetical order:
•

Chegg: 20 USD/hr flat, tens of thousands of tutors, all nationalities OK

•

Wyzant: You set your own rate, they cut 25% commission, tens of thousands of tutors,
US Only

•

Varsity Tutors: 15 USD/hr, tens of thousands of tutors, US Only

•

Tutor.com: 9-15 USD/hr, thousands of tutors, US or Canada Only

If you are not US-based, I am sorry that 3 of these 4 options are US only. The biggest online
tutoring companies are US-based. I added a special section for you at the end of the Chegg
section to discuss your other alternatives.
Some aspects all these companies have in common are:
•

Flexible hours of work

•

You need to be 18 at least

•

They are competitive (many tutors try to find students) and your odds get better as you
build ratings & reputation. Most challenging days are the first days.

Rather than telling you about their formal company details, we will focus on what we think is
important (Especially on other tutors’ feedback). For further business details on each
company you can Google them and check out their Wikipedia.
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2.2. Chegg

•

Hourly Rate: 20 USD/hr, prorated to the minute

•

Weekly payments via PayPal

Chegg is one of the most popular online tutoring marketplaces, and many tutors’ go-to place
for finding online tutoring jobs. It accepts tutors from all counties. You can do both live online
tutoring sessions, and written ones (Students share a task, you solve and get paid, no realtime communication.)
You can only apply once (reapplication is not allowed). Application process is pretty
much straightforward without an interview. You need to provide a Facebook address for ID
verification.
On Indeed, based on 53 reviews from tutors, Chegg’s scores are:
•

Work-life balance: 4.0/5

•

Pay Benefits: 3.6/5

•

Job Security & Advancement: 3.2/5

•

Management 3.6/5

•

Culture 3.8/5

On Glassdoor, based on 33 reviews that mention tutoring, Chegg’s score is 4.2/5.
To see the Chegg reviews, you can click on the Indeed and Glassdoor links. In addition
to the Indeed and Glassdoor reviews, below we share some of the most rated Reddit
comments about tutoring at Chegg:
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2.2.1. Chegg: Non-US National’s Special
You can skip to the Wyzant section if you are US-based.
If you are not US-based, then Chegg is the only option among the four online tutoring
marketplaces for you. Is it a good deal though? What are Chegg’s alternatives? Let’s try to
answer those questions.
•

Does Chegg pay well? Whether 20USD/hr is a good pay or not depends on where you
are from. If you are from a country that is similar to the US in terms of wealth, then 20
USD/hr may not sound good to you. However, if you are from a country where GDP
per capita is much lower compared to the US, then making 20 USD per hour in that
country is going to be much more rewarding. Therefore only you can answer this
question, there is no one answer for everyone.

•

What Are Chegg’s Alternatives For You? I can only evaluate the online tutoring
marketplaces in the languages I know. If you are from a country that is similar to the
US in its wealth, but does not speak English (for example: Germany), there could be
websites in your language that pay more than Chegg does. It is worth checking your
local options. However, again, if you are from a country with a GDP-per-capita much
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lower than that of the US, your local online tutoring marketplaces will pay almost
certainly lower than Chegg does. For example, I am originally from Turkey and I know
Turkish. A quick research yields that Turkish online tutoring marketplaces pay a
fraction of what Chegg pays per hour. This is not surprising because Turkish people’s
spending power is lower.
To summarize, depending on where you live and what your alternatives are, Chegg could be
a mediocre side job or a great blessing. Only you can evaluate and decide.
Since the other 3 online tutoring marketplaces do not accept non-US tutors, you can skip to
the “Finding Online Tutoring Jobs Through Self-Marketing” section if you want to.

2.3. Wyzant

(US-based people only)
•

Hourly Rate: You set your own rate. They take 25% commission.

•

Payments via direct deposit, once per 15 days or a month (You choose)

Wyzant is the online tutoring marketplace I am most experienced with, and I am very
satisfied with my own experience. You can teach both online and in-person (I have
experience only doing online). There is no limit to how much you can make an hour. As you
build a solid reputation, you are able to charge high hourly rates. They report that their highest
earning tutors make more than 100k a year. They most likely are in-person tutors, but you can
make significant amounts by online tutoring as well.
I tutor college-level physics and I was able to charge my first 79USD/hr (translates to 60
USD/hr profit) 16 days after I have done my first session. I can possibly charge even higher
now but I don’t actively tutor anymore, to focus on my PhD. Therefore I am a first-hand
witness to the massive earning potential on Wyzant.
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Registration is pretty straightforward, no interviews. You find most of your students by
applying to students’ postings (this may change if you become a superstar tutor). Initially you
charge less to attract students despite your lack of ratings, but you increase your rate
gradually.
On Indeed, based on 361 reviews from tutors, Wyzant’s scores are:
•

Work – life balance: 4.2/5

•

Pay Benefits: 3.3/5

•

Job Security & Advancement: 3.3/5

•

Management 3.7/5

•

Culture 3.8/5

On Glassdoor, based on 58 reviews that mention tutoring, Wyzant’s score is 3.5/5. (Note that
these reviews include in-person tutors’ experiences as well.)
To see the Wyzant reviews, you can click on the Indeed and Glassdoor links. In
addition to the Indeed and Glassdoor reviews, below we share some of the most rated Reddit
comments about tutoring at Wyzant:

Note that these people are tutoring in person but their comments are still giving an idea
on the legitimacy of Wyzant.
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2.4. Before We Continue Further
The remaining two online tutoring marketplaces pay less for an hour, compared to the
two we have discussed already. Our goal on this website is to make you a top-notch online
tutor and we think if you are tutoring in English you should be making at least 20 USD/hr. We
believe, given that you can teach in English, are a good teacher, and follow the
recommendations on our website, you will succeed on one of the tutoring marketplaces that
pay 20 USD or more.
For this reason, we only summarize the remaining options, which pay less than 20
USD per hour.

2.5. Varsity Tutors

(Us-based people only)
•

Hourly Rate: 15 USD/hr for online tutoring

•

Pays via direct deposit, once per a couple of days

On Indeed, based on 283 reviews from tutors, Varsity Tutors’ scores are:
•

Work – life balance: 4.2/5

•

Pay Benefits: 3.0/5

•

Job Security & Advancement: 2.9/5

•

Management 3.5/5

•

Culture 3.6/5

On Glassdoor, based on 350 reviews that mention tutoring, Varsity Tutors’ score is 4.2/5.
(Note that these reviews include in-person tutors’ experiences as well.)
To see the Varsity Tutors reviews, you can click on the Indeed and Glassdoor links. In
addition to the Indeed and Glassdoor reviews, below we share some of the most rated Reddit
comments about tutoring at Varsity Tutors :
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2.6. Tutor.com

(Us or Canada-based people only)
•

Hourly rate: 9 to 15 USD/hr for tutoring, 5.5 USD/hr while waiting for students.

•

Pays monthly via PayPal

You get paid for the time you are waiting, but you have very short time (less than a minute) to
respond to student requests. So you should be active.
On Indeed, based on 108 reviews from tutors, Tutor.com’s scores are:
•

Work – life balance: 3.9/5

•

Pay Benefits: 2.6/5
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•

Job Security & Advancement: 2.8/5

•

Management 3.3/5

•

Culture 3.2/5

On Glassdoor, based on 149 reviews that mention tutoring, Tutor.com’s score is 3.3/5. We
couldn’t find any informative and sufficiently upvoted Reddit comments about tutor.com to
share.

2.7. Marketplaces to Find Online Tutoring Jobs: Conclusion
If you would like to utilize online tutoring marketplaces, our final recommendations are as
follows:
•

If you are US-based, definitely consider Wyzant. It has the highest earning potential. In
light of the info we have discussed, we think the second-best option is the Chegg.

•

If you are from a country that has a GDP-per-capita much lower than that of the US,
and if you can teach in English, Chegg can be a great source of income for you.

•

If you are from a country that is similar to the US in terms of wealth per person, than
how lucrative Chegg for you depends on how it compares to your local online tutoring
marketplaces.

3. Finding Online Tutoring Jobs Through Self-Marketing
This means finding your online tutoring students with your own marketing skills, rather
than utilizing the online tutoring marketplaces. How this can be done is not a simple question
to answer, there are a million different ways you can market yourself. We will explain some of
the most common methods independent online tutors use to find students.

3.1. Creating a Website

If you are a self-marketing tutor, a website is a must. It serves as your online business
card. In addition, if you put in the effort to create great and unique content (like writing a blog)
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you can attract search engines’ attention and students can find you on search engines like
Google as well.
For online tutors, the most popular two paths to create websites are:
•

WordPress: You can utilize the free (and amazing) framework called WordPress. If you
do so you only have to pay for the most basic requirements of the website and can
create a website for as cheap as 5 USD/month.

•

Wix: Wix is a platform specializes on creating websites for non tech-savvy people. You
can create pretty much everything by simple drag and drop mechanisms. For tutors’
needs it typically costs around 20 USD/month.

You can use either one of the options without coding knowledge.
Creating a website that is completely free is not possible if there is no sponsorship or ads are
involved. You at least have to pay for the name of your website (the domain).

3.1.1. WordPress
Since WordPress itself is free, and widely popular, many website providers give you
the option of “one-click WordPress install”. Some of them have special “WordPress hosting”
packages (Our website also uses WordPress framework and works on SiteGround
WordPress hosting). Learning WordPress takes a bit of time for the first-timers but if you are
willing to invest in a couple of hours to learn it, it is like a superpower.
Learning WordPress is going to help you create websites for pretty much any purpose,
and keep your website costs as low as possible. There are great YouTube videos teaching
you “creating a website with WordPress” basics in less than an hour. You can click here to
watch our favorite one.

3.1.2. Wix
Wix is a popular choice among tutors as well. It is a bit more pricey, but they guide you
through creating your website step-by-step. Even though WordPress is easy to use once you
learn, I think it is fair to say Wix is easier to use. We recommend this video for a tutorial on
creating websites via Wix.
We cannot provide a detailed feedback because we never used Wix. Tutors who use it mostly
like it.
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3.1.3. Which One to Choose
There is no one answer for everyone. Our suggestion is as follows:
•

If you have even a slight interest in being able to create various websites, or an extra
interest in web design, we definitely recommend investing a couple of hours to learning
WordPress.

•

If you are not excited at all about the idea of creating a website and it feels like a
burden, we recommend using Wix.

3.1.4. Search Engine Friendliness

When online tutors create websites, they definitely want to meet and work with
students who found them on search engines like Google. However, this is not simple.
Students typically search for the name of the topic they are interested in, and you are
competing with the biggest online tutoring marketplaces in search results. For this reason,
unless the topic being tutored is a niche one or the website has a great blog, many tutors
barely get any visitors to their websites through Google. If you experience this you are not
alone.
There are two ways to change this. But before explaining them, let us warn you that for
the purpose of finding online tutoring students, the effort they require can be an overkill. You
can read and decide for yourself.
The first one is called SEO: Search Engine Optimization. This is a huge topic on its
own, therefore we will only be able to summarize (You can check out this topic if you are extra
interested). In short, search engines prioritize websites with rich and unique content.
Therefore if you want to rank higher on Google, you should create great content and attract
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Google’s attention. For tutors, this happens mostly in the form of writing a blog.
For example, if I am a physics tutor, and write blog posts about various physics
concepts, a student searching for that physics concept can also land on my website.
However, writing a unique blog and waiting for Google to promote you to the result page you
deserve (which typically takes months, and not certain to happen) requires hard work and
dedication. For the purpose of finding online tutoring students, other marketing strategies can
work better in terms of returns for your effort. SEO path is a high effort high possible return
route.
An alternative path is SEM: Search Engine Marketing. This basically is paying Google
to promote you in search results. Whenever someone clicks on your ad (your website on
search results) they charge you a specific amount (The Google Ads average ıs 1-2 USD/click,
but your specific cost per click depends on many factors like keyword, language, location).
SEM is also a very detailed subject that you can easily spend hours learning, but if you are
interested in learning the basics we recommend watching this video.

3.2. Creating a Facebook Page

As the name implies, this method is pretty straightforward. You can create a Facebook page
for your tutoring business, invite friends and family to follow it, and you can try to raise
awareness by promoting your Facebook page. You can share valuable free content to attract
extra attention to your Facebook page.
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3.3. Posting to Advertisement Websites
There are popular advertisement websites that online tutors use, some of the most
well-known are Craigslist, NextDoor, Thumbtack. Depending on where you live, there could
be popular local advertisement websites as well. You can utilize them to let the world know
about your online tutoring. If advertisements expire after a certain amount of time, you can
make a schedule for posting your services to that website regularly.
If you want to post a flyer to those websites, or want to create flyers for any reason,
you can check out Canva’s tutor flyer templates. They are mostly free.

3.4. Asking for Referrals (Word of Mouth)

If you are a good online tutor, it is very likely that you will have happy students and
parents. Whenever you get the chance, you can kindly ask them to recommend you to the
people they know. Word of mouth is a powerful marketing tool especially if you are a good
online tutor (your students and their parents are willing to recommend you).

3.5. Trying to Reach Out to Your Local Community
Yes you aim to become an online tutor, but local marketing is still important. The
reason is, you can try to get students initially for in-person tutoring, and then explain to them
how amazing your online tutoring sessions are, and how they are virtually no-different than inperson sessions. If you can convince your student with the help of a demo session, then you
have an online student who once was an in-person student.
To utilize this method, you can post flyers in your neighborhood to the places that
allow, and attend local events (Again, if you want to use a flyer template you can check out
Canva). You can do community service to let others know about your tutoring. You can ask
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local schools to add you to their tutors list. And when people contact you for tutoring, you can
let them know about the online option.

3.6. Other Methods
How many ways are there to advertise your online tutoring? A carpet-cleaning
business? A laundromat? Or, advertise anything? The answer is, infinite. What can be done
depends on your imagination. We discussed only the most popular marketing methods for
online tutors (To prevent this already-long article from getting longer). If you are interested in
learning other methods, you can grab any marketing resource you like and start
reading/watching it! Any marketing strategy can be used to promote your online tutoring as
well, and there is no limit to what can be done.

4. Conclusions
We have discussed how to market your skills and find online tutoring jobs in this guide.
We evaluated the two main paths, which are utilizing the online tutoring marketplaces or
marketing our businesses independently. For either one of them we shared our honest and
detailed opinions on what the best strategies are.
We hope you found value in this article. If you have questions or comments, please
feel free to reach out!

PART 3: “BECOME AN ONLINE TUTOR” UDEMY COURSE!

This is the best content we’ve created on online tutoring, and it is the best and most
comprehensive resource on online tutoring out there as well. With more than 3000 students
and numerous stellar ratings & reviews, it is very well received.
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In this Udemy course, you’ll find:
•

More than 65 high quality videos

•

Their downloadable audio versions

•

My personal support

•

100+ downloadable files, including my whole online tutoring inventory (my application
texts, end of session note templates, “thank you” page templates etc)

•

PDF versions of all the slides.

This is by far the best resource out there to become an online tutor. In this course I share
everything I know about online tutoring, therefore you are kind of gaining access to all my
online tutoring expertise.
If you’d like to check it out, you can use the link below:

Visit Our Udemy Course

We hope that you found value in this booklet,
and we wish you the best of luck!
For questions, or to join us and learn more,
visit us at www.OnlineTutoringMastery.com!
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